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business. Similarly, the Central Waterfront lacks
real open space that would encourage locals to
visit even briefly, let alone tarry for a while.

One solution to these problems is to link the west
ends of the piers to create additional plaza space
and create obvious public corridors. This new open
space on the plers could be used for everything
from outdoor theater to year-round gardens to
seasonal outdoor restaurant seating.

Moving Alaskan Way to the east side of the
corridor and shifting the streetcar line to Western
and First avenues would enable construction of
a wide Promenade along the water's edge. Small
pavilions would be placed every block or so to
provide services and activities for visitors, such
as coffee houses, bike and skate rental, tourist
shops and a fish and chowder shack.

Cold, empty spaces discourage visitors, Photo: Dovid Yeaworth

Fresh water gardens enhance the waterfront experience. Image: David M. Guthrie

Dumpsters, ani
Photo: Stephanie Bower

A new green park with space for frisbee players and
spontaneous flag football games would replace the
existing parking lot between Spring and Seneca
streets along Western Avenue, This could also be
a home for a small ecological interpretive center
or community center.

It is broadly assumed that the celebrated brick
buildings between Western Avenue and Alaskan

clone fences bar walkers from enjoying what are legally public walkways around the Waterfront plers,

Way, which today have their backs to the viaduct,
will turn around to face the water once the highway
is in a tunnel. To add more life and vitality to the
neighborhood, apartments and condos within
current zoning height limits and with street-level
retail would be bullt in the five surface parking
lots along Western Avenue.

A new whart between plers 56 and 57 creates a place that invites people to experience Elfliott Bay, Image.

Stephanie Bower
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Pike Place Market is the number one tourist
destination In the Pacific Northwest. Beloved by
locals and visitors, The Market should provide
an important link between Downtown and the
Waterfront, but currently it does not. The walking
connection is now discouraged by the noisy and
shadowy concrete barrier of Highway 99; and
the maze of hiliclimb-stalrways are confusing at
best and dangerous after dark. The pedestrian
connections and wayfinding between south
Belltown and the Waterfront are awkward. These
problems can be addressed making magical and
safe connections from Downtown through the Pike
Place Market to the Waterfront and from Pike Place
Market north to the heart of Belltown on Western
Avenue,

The seawall at Pier 66 is
bleak and inaccessidle
Photo: David Yesworth

A quay dlong the seawall allows people to touch the water,
watch the sea ife, and launch a kayak. Image: Sue Eastman

_ \Warerrront DistricT Descriptions

WATERFRONT
IMPROVEMENTS

‘o' Create a pedestrian walkway running from
First and Battery southwest to Alaskan Way

at Pike Street via the Pike Place Market

o Extend the character of the Market onto the

SFRILEILE&NPO
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with small str for
and shops

o Strategically encourage tall, skinny towers

near the Market to help provide “eyes on
the park”

o Create a marina and quay at Pier 62/63

To revive connections and revitalize this area,
a broad pedestrian causeway from Battery
Street at First Avenue, a "grand descent”, could
flow to the Waterfront via Steinbrueck Park
at the Market. This “living bridge” known as
the Steinbrueck Lid would cover Highway 99,
providing pedestrian views, creating open space,
and offering Innovative opportunities for shops
and affordable residential living.

Shops and residences along the western edge
of the lid would be no more than two stories
high and crafted with various design styles to
create a neighborhood with character. Vehicles
could access these structures from an alley in
between the lid and the Waterfront Landing
condos. Five narrow, residential towers, 12 to 16
stories tall, could be placed strategically on the
eastern edge of the lid to Invite more people to
the hood, yet be th y placed to
retain views from established buildings to the
east. By selling portions of the air-rights above
the highway, this new Pike Place Market property
can help to fund construction of the lid and work
to activate the neighborhood.

Today SR 99 arches over Elliott and Western
avenues a5 It heads north into the Battery
Street tunnel. Photo: WSDOT

With SR 99 directed under Elliott and Western avenues, a
pedestrian greenstreet is created from First Avenue and Battery
Street to Victor Steinbrueck Park. Image: Jeff Benes!

The Market could use the plaza area of the lid as
additional day-stalls for artisans and vendors. A
water feature in the plaza would also serve as a
system for storm water capture and treatment.

An add 1} to this r ation
of the highway underneath the new Pike Place
Market Plaza is that Instead of rising over Elliott
and Western Avenues as In the current designs, it
would dip below these streets, surfacing roughly
60 meters into the Battery Street Tunnel, This
redesign of Highway 99 creates an easier grade,
readily attainable for trucks and cars going up hill.
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